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Introduction

 The Penn community has been building a variety of
resources that help us collectively lessen our impact

on the environment. Mobilizing change to implement
efficient recycling and waste implementation is an
important goal that our Climate and Sustainability

Action Plan strives to achieve. This toolkit provides a
summary of resources available to schools and centers

at Penn for improving waste minimization and
diversion strategies. 

 
Learn what Penn is doing to keep sustainability at the

heart of campus. Check out these resources and
guides that can help us be a greener and

conscientious campus. 
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Recycling Signage
 

Penn’s recycling signage was made to help the Penn community properly
dispose of their waste.  What can and cannot be recycled is not always so
clear.  Many items that have signif icant value are disposed in the wrong

bin.  Our recycling signage helps to clarify what materials can be recycled
to help prevent waste stream contamination.
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What is Recyclable?

https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sustainability/waste-management-and-recycling
https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sustainability/waste-management-and-recycling
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Flexible Plastics 

Penn is now accepting flexible plastic packaging through our single-stream
recycling hauler! Effective immediately, you can simply put the accepted

flexible plastic packaging materials in the same blue recycling container as
paper, glass, aluminum, and other rigid plastics. You will not need to collect
the flexible plastic packaging materials separately from other recyclables.

Newly accepted items include: food pouches, shopping bags, bubble wrap, air
pillows, case wrap, and more. These flexible plastics are collected, processed,

and then sold as material to be turned into roofing material. 
 

(Please note that this only applies to Penn-owned and -operated buildings
which are serviced by FRES Housekeeping. If you are outside of a Penn-

owned building, please follow the specific recycling practices outlined for
those spaces.)

Plastic bags

Food Bags

Flexible Plastic Packaging

Food Pouches

Air bubble cushions from shipped packages

Case wraps 
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What goes in the trash? 

Penn’s Trash Signage Guide
 

Penn aims to minimize the amount of sol id waste that is disposed in
landfi l l  or through incineration.  What goes into our trash bins should be
materials that do not have an alternative disposal option.  These trash
signage guides wil l  motivate employees and customers to take the extra
moment to sort their trash accurately.

https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sustainability/waste-management-and-recycling
https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/trash_signage_2021.pdf
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What goes in the compost? 

Penn’s Compost Signage
 

Penn is working hard to increase opportunities for composting around
campus. Al l  Penn dining halls collect kitchen waste for composting.

Composting at work is just as important since it  separates food wastes
from other trash.  Diverting food waste from landfi l ls  to compost minimizes
greenhouse gas emissions and al lows food waste to be turned into soil  or

feedstock for animals.
 

https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sustainability/waste-management-and-recycling
https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/compost_signage_2021_1.pdf


IntroductionWhere can we

compost on campus?

Penn’s Compost Locations
 

Penn's "all you care to eat" dining halls collect kitchen waste for composting,
including Hill, King’s Court, 1920 Commons, Lauder, and Houston Market. 

The Penn community encourages students and staff  to practice
composting in their buildings.  Students l iving off  campus may also

start their own composting subscriptions with composting
services.  We recommend Bennett Composting, The Circle

Compost,  and The Compost Coop.
 
 
 

A compost collection site is located at 39th and Spruce Streets. The
program is available to anyone in the Penn community interested

in composting their food waste.

https://www.bennettcompost.com/
https://thecompostcooperative.com/
https://www.circlecompost.com/
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/faq-page
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Penn's Bin Pairing Standards

Penn's Bin Pairing Standards
 

Uti l izing consistent waste and recycling infrastructure across campus can
improve recycling rates as members of the University community are able

to more easi ly recognize recycling infrastructure.  Following correct bin
pairing standards in Penn buildings and off ices can greatly reduce

unnecessary waste.  

https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sustainability/waste-management-and-recycling
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/resources/guides-manuals/bin-pairing-standards
https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/recycling_signage_2021.pdf
https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/recycling_signage_2021.pdf
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Penn's Bin Pairing Standards

Look out for the different
bin pairing designs and
signage. Penn's recycling
and waste bins provides
appropriate signage and
labels to help clarify what
materials goes in which bin.

These bins are designated
for trash,  compost,  and
recycling ( left  to r ight) .  The
advantage of co-locating
trash and recycling bins
encourages more
thoughtful disposal of trash.
If  your trash bins do not
have signage, you can go on
Penn's Sustainabil ity page
to print our recycling and
waste guides.  

https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/compost_signage_2021_1.pdf
https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/recycling_signage_2021.pdf
https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/trash_signage_2021.pdf
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/initiatives/minimizing-waste
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Desk-Side Recycling and

Centralized Trash

 

Transform a workplace environment and challenge your off ice to
drastically minimize their waste with Desk-Side Recycling and Central ized

Trash.  Having central ized and co-located trash and recycling bins
motivates people to throw away less trash and recycle more.  By making

the extra effort to place things in a central  trash,  the volume of waste can
be signif icantly reduced. Contact Joe Gaither at gaither@upenn.edu if  your

school or center is interested in starting!

Having a mini trash bin is a great
motivator for people to be conscientious
about how much trash they generate.
These mini bins are ful ly functional and
occupants are responsible for emptying
out their own trash.   

Central ized trash changes the way
materials are collected and improves
the staff ’s  recycling habits.  After
conducting a binventory (an inventory
of the trash and recycling bins in a
space),  an off ice can establish the
appropriate number of recycling and
mini trash bins.  From there,
central ized trash bins wil l  be uti l ized
for the off ice to use in common space.  

https://sustainability.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/media_library_documents/2022-06/Deskside%20Recycling%20Guide_0.pdf


Introduction

Special  Recycling Locations
Penn’s special  recycling resources are available for schools,  faculty,  and
staff  to properly dispose of specif ic items that cannot be recycled in one
of our regular recycling bins.  This includes items such as e-waste ,  office

products,  eye glasses,  l ight bulbs,  etc .  
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Specialty Recycling

https://sustainability.upenn.edu/resources/tours-and-maps/special-recycling-and-reuse-collections
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/resources/tours-and-maps/special-recycling-and-reuse-collections
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Masks and Gloves
Masks and gloves can be recycled through Penn's partnership with

Thermo Fisher Scientif ic and TerraCycle.  Order a collection box,  f i l l  it  up,
and mail  it  out using the prepaid shipping label .   Cl ick here to learn more.

Penn Sustainabil ity 's site also provides a detailed step by step guide.
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Specialty Recycling

Disposable surgical masks can now be recycled with a Zero
Waste Mask Recycling Box. The process is simple: Order one of
the collection boxes, fill it up, and mail it out using the prepaid
shipping label. You must complete a Zero Waste Box
Disposable Mask form in its entirety and securely affix it to the
front of the Zero Waste Box. This form must be displayed at all
times while the box is in use.

Disposable gloves (nitrile, latex, rubber) not contaminated with
hazardous material or used with biological material
(human/recombinant/pathogenic) may also be collected in a
Zero Waste Glove Recycling Box purchased through a
partnership with Fisher Scientific and TerraCycle. Order a Zero
Waste Glove Recycling Box and fill it up. Mail it out using the
prepaid shipping label.  Complete a Zero Waste Box Disposable
Glove form and securely affix it to the front of the Zero Waste
Box. 

https://sustainability.upenn.edu/news/glove-and-mask-recycling-penn
https://ehrs.upenn.edu/health-safety/regulated-waste/recycling
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/news/glove-and-mask-recycling-penn
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/PDF_posters/Disposable%20Mask%20Recycling%20Flyer%20Info.pdf
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/PDF_posters/Zero%20Waste%20Mask%20Recycling%20Box%20%28fillable%29%20a.pdf
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/PDF_posters/Zero%20Waste%20Mask%20Recycling%20Box%20%28fillable%29%20a.pdf
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/PDF_posters/Zero%20Waste%20Mask%20Recycling%20Box%20%28fillable%29%20a.pdf
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/PDF_posters/gloves.pdf
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/PDF_posters/gloves.pdf
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/PDF_posters/Zero%20Waste%20Mask%20Recycling%20Box%20%28fillable%29%20a.pdf
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/PDF_posters/Zero%20Waste%20Glove%20Recycling%20Box%20%28fillable%29%20a.pdf
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Rabbit Recycling
An on demand or subscription based service that offers
solutions to recycle,  reuse,  and upcycle viable material .
They accept materials ranging from arts and crafts ,  al l
types of batteries,  clothing, and more! 
Contact Rocky Jesse,  Operations Coordinator.  267-584-
0858 |  Instagram

Revolution Recovery
They process and recycle a wide range of materials from
residential  and commercial  projects.  They offer a variety
of options to recycle your construction,  demolit ion,
industrial ,  and manufacturing waste.
Contact Joe Cappello,  Special  Projects 267-831-4462 |
joe@revolutionrecovery.com
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Specialty Recycling

More Resources
 

https://www.rabbitrecycling.com/
tel:267-584-0858
https://www.instagram.com/rabbit_recycling/
https://revolutionrecovery.com/
mailto:joe@revolutionrecovery.com
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Terra Recycling

TerraCycle's regulated waste division provides products and services to help

you facilitate the effective and compliant management of regulated,

universal, and hazardous waste. This may include fluorescent lamps, bulbs,

batteries, and e-waste. Purchase a box or use an old box and ship your

materials to TerraCycle with a provided shipping label. 

Elemental 

Elemental, Inc., an electronic and computer recycling service, will quickly

package and safely transport your electronic surplus to their facility.

Accepted materials include computers, batteries, audio/video equipment,

etc

PAR-Recycle Works

PAR-Recycle Works is a nonprofit electronics recycler. You can drop off your

end-of-life electronic recyclables to their Nicetown location or at their

community recycling events. You can also schedule a pick up. 

Freezer Efficiency Program

Recycle your outdated freezer and purchase an energy efficient freezer. This

component of the program provides $500 towards the cost of

decommissioning and appropriate recycling of the freezer. The freezer

owner is responsible for the removal and proper disposal of all freezer

contents. We recommend E-Force or Elemental. 

E-Waste Recycling
Electronic equipment that is broken or obsolete must be properly disposed or

sent for recycling. Penn makes it a priority to provide the community with
resources to properly recycle electronic items. A special vendor must be used to
dispose of unwanted computers (including monitors, printers, and hard drives),

electronics, and appliances. Penn encourages schools and centers to make
inventory of materials they wish to recycle and record data for Penn

Sustainability. 
 

E-Waste

https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/pages/regulated-waste-recycling
http://eleminc.com/services/
http://eleminc.com/services/
https://home.par-recycleworks.org/services/
https://home.par-recycleworks.org/schedule/
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/participate/staff-and-faculty/ultra-low-temperature-freezer-program
https://www.eforcecompliance.com/
http://eleminc.com/
https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sustainability/waste-management-and-recycling#ewaste
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eForce
eForce provides provide secure data
destruction and responsible recycling for ALL
electronic devices. They are committed to the
highest level of environmental stewardship
and serve as a member of the EPA's
Sustainability Partnership Program.

Battery Recycling At Penn

Schools and centers can purchase a battery recycling tube through eForce

Recycling. eForce can provide your building with a battery recycling tube at a one

time cost. Penn can provide services to collect the waste batteries for bulk

disposal when the tube is full. To request a battery recycling tube pick up, contact

Craig Roncace, Urban Park Manager, or the FRES Sustainability Office.  There is a

cost to service the container and a service request form must be complete. 

 Reach out to eForce coordinator, Shardul Mullur, Environmental Compliance

Specialist, for specific questions regarding eForce. 

 

Service Request Form

Click Here

 

Battery Recycling

Craig Roncace 
Urban Parks Manager
215-898-7202 
croncace@upenn.edu
Operations and Maintenance

Shardul Mullur
eForce Compliance
Environmental Compliance Specialist
p: (215) 964-6666
shardul.mullur@eforcecompliance.com

https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/pages/regulated-waste-recycling
https://ehrs.upenn.edu/health-safety/regulated-waste/computer-electronics-recycling-and-disposal-options/battery-disposal
mailto:croncace@upenn.edu?subject=battery%20recycling%20pick%20up
mailto:sustainability@upenn.edu?subject=Battery%20recycling%20tube%20pick%20up
https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/services/maintenance-and-renovation
https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/services/maintenance-and-renovation
mailto:croncace@upenn.edu
https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/pages/regulated-waste-recycling
https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/pages/regulated-waste-recycling
https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/pages/regulated-waste-recycling
https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/pages/regulated-waste-recycling
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Reuse on Campus

 

Ben's Attic is an online exchange platform that the Penn
community can engage with to find new use for items that are no
longer needed. Any staff or faculty member can create an account
and present an item for posting. Anything from office and lab
equipment to furniture pieces are accepted for exchange. If an
item sits in Ben's Attic for more than 90 days will move over to
GovDeals, a site that offers the surplus to other institutions and
entities.

The Netter Center for Community Partnership’s Penn VIPS, is
responsible for providing volunteer activities for faculty, staff, and
Alumni. Dropsite Volunteers participate in the various drives held
throughout the course of the year. The University often has items
such as furniture and office supplies no longer in use. Penn VIPS
is responsible for sharing the items equitably with the
community and provide information about items that may
benefit members of the community.

For more information, please contact:
Isabel Sampson-Mapp
Associate Director /Director Penn VIPS
Netter Center for Community Partnerships
215-898-2020
sammapp@pobox.upenn.edu

https://upenn.unl.edu/
https://www.nettercenter.upenn.edu/what-we-do/programs/penn-volunteers-public-service-penn-vips/staff-faculty-and-alumni-volunteer
mailto:sammapp@pobox.upenn.edu
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Where does our waste go?

Life of Our Waste on Penn’s Campus
 

Penn’s campus waste is far more than just trash and recycling.  The
Sustainabil ity team created a visual matrix to show the last l i fe cycle

stages of our waste after we throw it  out.  
 

https://sustainability.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/2022-03/The%20Life%20of%20Penn%27s%20Waste.pdf
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Resources and Guides

Link to Recycling Signage

 

Link to Trash Signage

 

Link to Compost Signage

 

Link to Compost Map

 

Link to Life Cycle of Waste

 

Link to e-waste,  miscellaneous waste,  lab waste,  and miscellaneous

 

Where to recycle masks,  gloves,  and other materials

 

Single Stream Recycling 

 

Check out Penn's Bin Pairing Standards

 

Check out Desk-Side Recycling and Centralized Trash Guide

 

Link to Special  Recycling and Reuse Collections

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/recycling_signage_2021.pdf
https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/trash_signage_2021.pdf
https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/compost_signage_2021_1.pdf
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/faq-page
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/news/visualize-life-our-waste-penns-campus
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/initiatives/minimizing-waste
https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sustainability/waste-management-and-recycling#Recycling
https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sustainability/waste-management-and-recycling#Recycling
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/resources/guides-manuals/bin-pairing-standards
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/media_library_documents/2022-06/Deskside%20Recycling%20Guide_0.pdf
https://sustainability.upenn.edu/participate/staff-and-faculty/staff-and-faculty-eco-reps/special-recycling-and-reuse-collections

